the Jews caused great disappointment and resentment among the Pharisees,
Sadducees and other Jewish leaders. This eventually led to his betrayal and
crucifixion on the grounds of blasphemy and sedition. According to the Bible, the
tomb of Jesus was found empty two days after his burial and the Resurrection took
place. He is reported to have appeared to his disciples repeatedly and explained
to them the meaning of his life and death. The miraculous Resurrection of Jesus,
the 'Lord' and Saviour became the core of Christianity.

Jesus chose twelve out of his followers for propagating the faith and named
them Apostles. One of them, Judas Iscariot betrayed him. The remaining eleven
were filled with the Holy Spirit on the Jewish feast of Pentecost, about fifty days after
the Resurrection and were committed to the mission of spreading the gospel. Peter
and Paul took the message to the peoples of Asia Minor and Rome, while Thomas is
credited to have brought it to India. The new religion made slow but steady progress,
claiming more and more followers from different countries, despite the distrust of
the political and intellectual leaders of the time. It received a boost in the early part
of the 4th century when the Roman Emperor, Constantine was converted and it
became a state religion.

The manner in which the Christian religion was propagated by different Apostles
and the comparitive freedom enjoyed by the early Christians to interpret the
teachings of Jesus gave rise to different organisations. Churches began as halls of
worship for small independent communities. They came together to form a central
organisation. Eastern Orthodox Church and Roman Catholic Church are two such
formations. They became separate in the 11th century as they could not see eye to
eye on some principles of doctrine and discipline. The Roman Catholic Church,
founded by Peter, one of the disciples of Jesus, grew from strength to strength due
to its proximity to the political power of the time. The Bishop of Rome became the
Pope, the supreme head of all Roman Catholic churches. After passing through
several vicissitudes, the papacy assumed the status of an independent state in the
Vatican, a city within a city.

The next important event in the he history of Christianity is the Reformation in
the 15th century when Martin Luther and John Calvin questioned the authority of
the Pope and established Protestantism and Puritanism respectively, England saw
the rise of the Anglican church due to the various compulsions of the Tudor King,
Henry VIII. From then on, numerous church organisations grew up, their main feature
being non-conformism with specific religious rules or the originally ordained form
of worship. History records numerous instances of bloody conflicts between the
different churches, persecution of followers of one by another and extreme